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MEETING AT WALIPlanting Ethics Together  
A New Paradigm for Palestinian-Israeli Consensus Building through Academic 

Freedom and Academic Cooperation 
 

Introduction - Importance of Academia Freedom in Israel and Palestine  

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has inflicted???? immense damage to the right to higher 

education and status of academic freedom in Palestinian and Israeli societies.  Rather than 

serving as a bridge between the two conflicting peoples or a platform for society’s leading 

intellectuals to voice positions of reasons or ideas for redress and reconciliation, universities in 

Israel and Palestine have become isolated from their social and cultural surroundings and centers 

of chauvinistic nationalism.  Furthermore, for countless Palestinians living under Israeli 

occupation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, universities in many instances have become 

unobtainable due to restrictions on the freedom of movement within and outside the region.  As a 

result of these barriers to academic freedom and access to higher education, Palestinian and 

Israeli students are often uninformed of their rights to pursue research on certain topics, how to 

organize peacefully for the purpose of expressing their rights to freedom of speech and thought, 

or how to counteract racist trends on campus and in society at large.   

 

In order to bring about sustainable and far-reaching reform in Palestinian and Israeli academia, 

the Center for Democracy and Community Development (CDCD) and the Palestinian Center for 

Media Research and Development (PCMRD) seeks to create an empowering 

environment for members of academia in both societies to work toward academic freedom, 

assuming positions of social responsibility, and ultimately taking an active role in contributing 

toward the end of occupation and all forms of violence and injustice in the two countries.  

Moreover, we aspire to enable Palestinian and Israeli academia to work together for the purpose 

of designing and implementing a novel academic curriculum that speaks directly to the conflict 

and aspirations of both sides.  By creating such a curriculum and engendering a new pedagogical 

tradition in the classrooms of Israeli and Palestinian universities, the two sides can work together 

in a symmetrical relation and set common goals to achieving academic freedom and addressing 

other lingering aspects of the conflict. 

 

Freedom of academic thought, research pursuits, and movement constitute fundamental pillars of 

promoting democracy and the free flow of ideas among Palestinians, Israelis and the 

international area.  For Palestinians unable to leave the West Bank or Gaza, the only options for 

higher education are domestic institutions where exposure to innovative ideas and modes of 

thought can be restricted.  In Israel, moreover, lack of positive interactions with Palestinian 

society and members of Palestinian academia emboldens nationalist sentiment and the use of 

academia as a platform to reinforce state strategies rather than analyze the conflict from a critical 

standpoint or devise solutions premised upon reciprocity and mutual understanding.  Building a  

 

 

common curriculum for and by members of Palestinian and Israeli academia will create a 

positive Palestinian-Israeli interaction and the creation of collective worldview where common 
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activities, responsibilities, and values will engender a sense of belonging, solidarity, and loyalty 

among all of its members.    

 

In Palestinian and Israeli societies, the lack of academic freedom can be felt in a number of 

different sociopolitical contexts.  In the case of the former, interventions by state security forces 

(including informants monitoring deviant behavior or political viewpoints from students and 

professors alike) and political parties has created a climate of fear in universities.  Certain topics 

related to the conflict with Israel or the Palestinian nationalist divide have been rendered 

virtually off limit, and a consequence, limited constructive debate takes place and few new ideas 

are injected into the mainstream.  Similarly on the Israeli side, academia is being increasingly 

politicized due to intervention from political movements and the Israeli Council for Higher 

Education, both of which have an adverse impact on the wherewithal of professors to voice 

opinions critical of their state or its policies in the occupied Palestinian territories.  Clearly, the 

“other” represents not only a significant source of tension but also the most prominent obstacle 

to academic freedom in Palestinian and Israeli campuses.  Accordingly, academia on both sides 

of the divide must work together to arrive at a mutual understanding and consensus of the other 

and how dialogue can be a gateway to freedom of expression and association on the campuses.  

Continuing along the current path of acting separately, retrenchment on Palestinian and Israeli 

campuses will continue apace and only serve to produce scholars alienated from their 

counterparts on the other side rather than socially conscious members of society committed to 

utilizing academia for the promotion of human r,.cights and justice. 

 

Objectives 

 

 Increase the scope of discussion on and awareness of the issue of academic freedom and the 

social responsibility of academia within, and later between, Palestinian and Israeli colleges 

and universities (including students, faculty, university employees, and professional unions). 

 

 Create a joint Palestinian-Israeli committee composed of students and professors 

representative of academic disciplines and demographic segments from both societies 

dedicated to working together and disseminating knowledge on the necessity of improving 

academic freedom in both societies through dialogue, reciprocity, and symmetry of values 

and responsibilities.   

 

 Lobby both Palestinian and Israeli governments to enact legislation guaranteeing freedom of 

thought, expression, and organization on campuses.  With Israeli government, this will be 

extended to the rights of Palestinians, particularly in the Gaza Strip, to access institutions of 

higher education in the West Bank and abroad.      

 

 

 Disseminate information to Palestinian, Israeli, and international audiences through joint 

Palestinian-Israeli publications (journal articles, policy papers, guiding principles/ethics, 

curriculums, etc.) and joint activities (student exchanges in Palestine and Israel as well as 

lectures and training courses in the region and abroad). 
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 Devise means in which members of Israeli academia can take on a more proactive role in 

assisting Palestinian students and professors unable to achieve their full education rights 

because of the restriction on internal and external freedom of movement in the West Bank 

and Gaza Strip.   

 

Methodology 

 

 Conferences, workshops, and seminars, open forums, and in depth roundtable discussion 

within and between Palestinian and Israeli academia (see below for specific target groups at 

each college/university).  

 

 Consultation of academics with decision-makers to introduce and reform legislation.   

 

 Publication and dissemination of documents (policy papers, guiding principles, meeting 

reports, training manuals, journal entries, etc.).   

 

 Academic networking through online platforms and joint scholarly endeavors. 

 

 

Proposed Summary 

 

This project aims at laying the foundations for progressive and modern academic freedoms in 

Palestine and Israel.  We intend to propose practical solutions to overcome the challenges and 

obstacles facing academia in both countries by developing an academic freedom “road map” on 

how Palestinian and Israeli academics can work together for the advancement of peace in the 

region. This will be achieved by, among other tactics, clearly identifying positive roles that 

Palestinian and Israeli intellectuals and campuses in general can assume to foster dialogue and a 

new discourse on human rights and freedom of expression.  To date, the roles of Palestinian and 

Israeli universities and each of their constituent elements (students, professors, administrators, 

unions, etc.) in guaranteeing academic freedom on sensitive political topic and as stakeholders in 

the conflict resolution process have not yet been properly delineated.  Additionally, the concepts 

of “academic freedom” and “social responsibility” remain ill-defined and ambiguous, 

particularly in light of the boycott movements prevalent on campuses on both sides of the divide 

as well as the overall breakdown in the political situation.  Accordingly, the first task of the 

CDCD and PCMRD will be to convene a series of workshops and seminars with the three main 

groups of Palestinian and Israeli academia: professors, students (including student unions and  

political blocs), and administrators (including professional unions) at 20 universities/colleges: 10 

in Palestine (the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza Strip) and 10 in Israel.  For the first year 

of the project, we will conduct four sessions with each of the three groups at the select 

Palestinian and Israeli universities in order to work toward defining the concepts of social 

responsibility as well as academic freedom and all of the associated rights regarding freedom of 

speech and assembly.  We will also discuss and record what each group views as the key 
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challenges and constraints in addressing these issues and how they envision a proper relationship 

with the “other” can serve to advance the cause of academic freedom across the region.  Upon 

convening all the requisite meetings with the different groups (see budget for the precise number 

of meetings in each country), we will hold two final conferences (one in Israel and one in 

Palestine) to bring together all of the groups in order draft a final report that discusses and 

analyzes the requirements and conditions that each side views as essential to ensuring academic 

freedom, access to education, how the other side should be a part of this endeavor.  This final 

report will be written and distributed by researchers from the two partnering organizations and 

utilized during the second stage of the project for the purpose of lobbying decision makers in the 

Israeli Knesset and Palestinian Legislative Council to ratifying appropriate legislation 

guaranteeing academic freedom in the Basic Laws of each country. 

 

During the second stage of our project, which will last approximately six months, we will build 

upon the momentum of our work with the Palestinian and Israeli groups and convene a total of 

five joint sessions of Palestinians and Israelis to work together on the topics discussed the 

previous year in each of the respective unilateral meetings.  Copies of the final reports from the 

two conferences of the first stage will be distributed to participants from the other side 

(translated into the appropriate language) so that the two sides can adopt a common frame of 

reference and identify key themes that they can work together toward reforming.  A Joint 

Sessions Task Force composed of dedicated Palestinian and Israeli members from each of the 

three participating segments (two teachers, students, and administrators from side) will also be 

formed to guarantee impartiality and work in union toward the creation of a code of conduct for 

universities and their staff to guarantee and fight for academic freedom.  The second stage of the 

project will culminate in a two-day conference that will bring members of Palestinian and Israeli 

academia together for the production of a final report, guiding set of Principles for Academic 

Freedom, and framework for academic cooperation toward the purpose of ending occupation 

practices and injustices.   

 

For the third and final stage of the project, also to last around six months, will be dedicated to 

meeting with and lobbying decision makers to formally adopt provisions of the code of ethics 

and Guiding Principles for Academic Freedom as well as disseminating the outputs (see section 

below) to the general public, particular Palestinian and Israeli universities, research centers, and  

NGOs, and the international donor community.  Furthermore, the CDCD and PCMRD, in 

cooperation with the Joint Sessions Task Force will also assemble a joint Palestinian-Israeli 

delegation to conduct workshops and lectures in the region and abroad.  Part of the mission of 

the joint delegation will include working with professors and faculty from both Palestinian and 

Israeli academia in devising a curriculum geared toward local students studying the field of 

Peace and Conflict Studies in the Middle East.  This curriculum will be the result of equal input 

from both sides and will thus reflect how members from Palestinian and Israeli academia view 

the conflict and its impact on education as well as how they envision overcoming the injustices 

that emanate from occupation.   Lastly, as a means of providing Israeli academics with the 

opportunity to assume a more proactive role consistent with their social responsibility during 

times of conflict, we will create an Israeli “Visa Committee” whose members will be tasked with 

developing a “Future Vision” document that supports the education rights of Palestinians.  This 

committee will also intervene in solving some of the obstacles Palestinians face in obtaining 
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access to institutions of higher education through lobbying activities and open letters to different 

Israeli media outlets.  The committee will review individual past cases as well as propose a series 

of recommendations consistent with Israeli and international law that the CDCD will work 

toward implementing at the state level.   

 

Expected Outputs 

 

Upon the completion of our project duration of 30 months, the following outputs are anticipated: 

 

 Two conference papers (one Palestinian and one Israeli) delineating the primary challenges, 

constraints, opportunities, and needs of academia in each society, and where linkages and 

similarities with the other side can be found and constructively built upon.  

 

 Two draft legislative proposals (one from each side) to be submitted to each respective 

government as a means of institutionalizing academic freedom and rights on in the basic laws 

of both countries.  Different types of lobbying activities will also be included to increase the 

chances that the proposal recommendations with be enacted into formal legislation. 

 

 One common report, to be completed by the Joint Sessions Task Force at the end of the 

project, about the status of academic freedom in Palestine and Israel and how improvements 

on it can facilitate convergence of interests and symmetry between the two sides.   

 

 The publication of an updated version of the 2005 Guiding Principles for Academic Freedom 

and Cooperation in Israel and Palestine. 

 

 The formation of an Israeli “Visa Committee” to work to publish “Future Vision” that 

addresses violations of Palestinians rights to higher education as a result of the occupation 

and pledges to work at the government level to formally cease all such violations and 

guarantee that Palestinian students have adequate access to scholarships and the freedom to 

safely cross and return from domestic international borders to pursue their university studies 

at home and abroad. 

 

 Development of a common curriculum by and for Palestinian and Israeli students that defines 

academic freedom and draws upon past examples of successfully conflict resolution from 

around the world and from within Israel-Palestine.  This curriculum will serve as a model for  

 

 Joint activities for Palestinian and Israeli students to conduct dialogue and assume positions 

of social responsibility in their respective societies.  These students will work in the region as 

well as abroad to convene lectures, workshops, and seminars to reach a wider audience. 

 

 The creation of a quarterly, peer-reviewed “Israeli-Palestinian Academic Journal” consisting 

of original essays that research, analyze, and discuss different facets of academic freedom 

and rights in the context of the Middle East.  This journal will ensure the sustainability of the 
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current initiative after the official project duration and ensure the dissemination of the project 

content to a wider Palestinian, Israeli, and international audience.   

 

Challenges 

 

The primary challenges that this project anticipates facing can be summarized as follows: 

 

 Members of Israeli and Palestinian academia may be reticent to participate in a joint project 

that includes members from the other side.  

 

 Security apparatuses from both sides – each of which have significant influence on activities 

with their state’s respective campuses – might reject the idea and protest the means in which 

we are promoting academic freedom because of their prevailing interest in the status quo. 

 

 

 Certain members of Israeli academia will refuse to participate in the academic committee or 

intervene in facilitating the academic freedom of Palestinians by adopting the security 

concerns of their government.   

 

 It may be difficult in finding a neutral venue that Palestinians Israelis will agree to meet and 

openly discuss their views in.  Likewise, the restrictions on Palestinian freedom of 

movement, particularly for Palestinian students, professors, and university employees in 

Gaza, may render it difficult to ensure their full and equal participation in the project. 

 

 In the current climate of political hostility, the Knesset and/or the PLC might refuse to enact 

any legislation regarding the issue of academic freedom that includes references to the other 

side.   
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Budget:  Total = $650,000 U.S. 

 

Stage Activity Participants  Cost (U.S. 

Dollars) 
1 4 workshops with 3 

bodies (Professors, 

students, 

administrators) at 10 

universities = 120 

workshops. 

10 Palestinian 

colleges/universities  

$100,000 

1 4 workshops with 3 

bodies (Professors, 

students, 

administrators) at 10 

universities = 120 

workshops. 

10 Israeli 

colleges/universities 

$100,000 

1 2 day final conference 

from all 

colleges/universities  

Representatives from 

10 Palestinian 

colleges/universities 

$10,000 

1 2 day final conference 

from all 

colleges/universities 

Representatives from 

10 Israeli 

colleges/universities 

$10,000 

2 5 joint sessions from 

academic 

representatives  

Representatives from 

10 Israeli and 

Palestinian 

colleges/universities 

$10,000 

2 2 day final conference Representatives from 

Israeli, Palestinian, 

and international 

academia 

$10,000 

2 + 3 Lobbying government 

officials 

Representatives from 

Palestinian academia 

$5,000 

2 + 3 Lobbying government 

officials 

Representatives from 

Israeli academia 

$5,000 

3 Joint projects (student 

exchanges and 

research projects, 

travel abroad seminars 

and workshops, 

confidence building 

measures, etc.). 

Representatives from 

Palestinian and Israeli 

academia. 

$150,000 

3 Publication (final 

Palestinian and Israeli 

conference reports, 

CDCD and PCMRD $50,000 
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Guiding Principles of 

Academic Freedom, 

Israeli Visa 

Committee 

Documents, etc.). 

3 Administrative 

(overhead, travel, 

printing, office 

supplies) and salary 

(coordinator) costs 

CDCD and PCMRD $200,000 

 


