
The Path to Co-Existence in Haifa 

 

“Haifa: There is something special in this city. Perhaps 

the reason can be found in the magical scenery of the 

green mountains and the blue sea; perhaps because from 

its heights you can gaze upon three countries; or perhaps 

because this city has been able to wisely cultivate a rare 

form of co-existence between varying populations as it 

isn't burdened by historical ambitions. 

The Vineyard House, lying in the alleyways of Wadi 

Nisnas, provides young people with a rare opportunity to 

listen to a different voice, to an approach that does not 

believe that religions' and the prophets' commandments 

require condemnation, carnage and ostracism, but rather 

that the beauty of human existence lies in the 

understanding that there is room for all faiths, and space 

for the respect of human life. 

In Haifa, the Muezzins in their mosques do not bellow 

into speakers that are deafening to the ear and the church 

bells issue sounds that are pleasant and modest. The 

shofars in the synagogues are the shofars of houses of 

reverence that do not produce the snarl of an aggressive 



holiness. If a total destruction does not occur, peace will 

come. When this era arrives, the city of Haifa will be the 

capital of the longed-for peace. There is no city in Israel 

like Haifa, that belongs to all and at the same time, 

preserves its special goodness. This has transformed Haifa 

into a successful social experiment of coexistence 

between Jews and Arabs, between veteran settlers and 

new immigrants, between East and West. 

Haifa is a city that is open to all directions, it is a symbol 

for the mission of the Eastern Mediterranean." (Sammy 

Michael) 

 

     Tour Suggestion 

Basic Assumptions 

1. This tour is designed for groups that wish to 

experience Haifa as a successful workshop of co-

existence between Jews and Arabs, between veteran 

settlers and new immigrants, between East and West. 

2. Travel between the various tour sites will be by bus. 

3. We will have 2 tours: a shorter tour and a longer one. 

 



A. The Short Tour 

10:00 to 11:00 = Visit with the Ahmadit community and 

meet with its spiritual leader. 

11:00 to 11:45 = Visit to the visitors center of the Baha'i + 

view a film about the community. 

11:45 to 12:45 = Visit to the Cave of Elijah. The story of 

the sanctification of the cave as a place of common 

worship for Jews, Christians and Muslims. 

12:45 to 14:00 = Visit to Wadi Nisnas. 

 

B. The Long Tour: - 

 

10:00 to 10:30 = Observation Point with explanation of 

the city of Haifa. at the Louis Promenade. 

10:30 to 11:30 = Visit with the Ahmadit community and 

meet with its spiritual leader. 

11:30 to 12:30 = Visit to the Baha'i visitor center and a 

meeting with the secretary of the community. 

12:30 to 14:30 = Visit to Wadi Nisnas and the Vineyard 

House, and a light lunch at a felafel stand. 

14:30 to 16:00  = Visit to the Port Campus, where Jewish 

students and Arabs live and study. 

16:00 to 17:30  = Visit to the Cave of Elijah. The story of 

the sanctification of the cave as a place of common 

worship for Jews, Christians and Muslims. 
 


